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May 5, 2009 
 
Dear Mid Year Meeting Attendees, 
 
Below this letter you will find an apology note from the Renaissance Harborplace Hotel 
for the disruption of our Mid Year Meeting. 
 
It is worth noting that the Association was given notice that a public health 
announcement would need to be made during the general session a few minutes before 
it occurred.  At our request, the hotel agreed to hold off until after our keynote was 
finished, but that obviously did not happen. The hotels’ intention was to announce that 
due to a water main break in the City of Baltimore, the water in the hotel would 
temporarily be unusable.  For this reason, we attempted to clarify that the alarm was not 
intended to cause an evacuation, but rather provide a health notification.  We were not 
attempting to prevent a move to safety to preserve our meeting schedule.  We were 
also unaware that the hotel uses the alarm prior to announcements to get the attention 
of its guests. 
 
The alarm that sounded in the afternoon was intended to be an evacuation notice, and 
that is exactly what occurred. 
 
The Renaissance Harborplace would be well served to change their method of making 
important announcements to differentiate this from a call to evacuate the building.  We 
have requested that this be in place prior to our 2010 Mid Year Meeting.  
 
 
Thank you, 
 
Ray Scotto 
TMPAA Executive Director 
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